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The Relationship with Research and Program Evaluation in Counseling
There are two main ideas about the role of research in the counseling field (i.e., the scientist-practitioner model and the practitioner-scholar model. As an alternative to the scientist-practitioner model, the practitioner-scholar model was made.  This model is better for future counselors whose primary focus is on clinical work without abandoning research.  On the other hand, the scientist-practitioner model would be better for someone who wants to get a Ph.D.  The counseling profession knows that developing competent counselors and researchers who can use new information and create new knowledge is essential to moving the counseling field forward.  Program evaluation is necessary for figuring out how well a program's services work, but it can also be the first step in finding best practices and treatments that have been shown to work via research methods.   In this way, program evaluation is another way to bring about positive change and help the counseling profession learn more.
Roles and Responsibilities of Researchers in Counseling
	Research is an essential part of our training because the field of counseling is moving toward evidence-based practice and data-based problem-solving.  Due to the changes in funding sources and managed care issues, counselors are forced to examine interventions and outcomes using data to help solve client problems.  Counselors often work with institutions that value their services but still have to explain why the service is essential.  For example, school counselors are doing more research to show that their services are effective through numbers.  Counselors who do research have to follow federal rules and also agree with the principles in the ACA Code of Ethics (ACA, 2014).  Chapter G. Informed consent, assuring the most excellent care for the client and protecting client confidentiality in research data and upcoming publications or presentations are a few examples of ethical decision-making in relation to research practice.  Even if they work independently, counselors who do research must follow federal, state, and institutional rules.   When counselors follow the ACA's codes of ethics, they are said to be doing research with integrity.  Integrity in research is being committed to intellectual honesty and taking personal responsibility.  So, suppose counselors want to try something new with a client.  In that case, they should do so in consultation and make sure that the right safeguards are in place, especially if they are going against standard practices; the client must be informed that the intervention is experimental.  He/she has the right to say no.  
	According to Sheperis & Daniels (2010), multicultural research is research that is aware of and relevant to different cultures and considers the growing diversity in the United States.  Multicultural research validates and expands our knowledge of a growing diverse population, helps us understand how different concepts are understood in different cultures, promotes cultural awareness, competence, and social justice, and makes a study more credible to the outside world.  According to the ACA Code of Ethics (2014), counselors minimize bias, respect diversity in designing and implementing research programs, and are sensitive to incorporating research procedures that consider cultural considerations.  
Relevant Strategies(s)
	The research training environment (RTE) has been supported as contributing to changes in research attitudes, self-efficacy, and productivity; therefore, in order to change
the culture of research to focus on multiculturalism, we must begin with the education process.  Sheperis & Daniels (2010).  Some ways to use multicultural strategies in research are actively looking for a diverse sample instead of relying on convenience samples, which tend to be primarily white college students.  This means doing research that includes groups that have yet to be studied much in the past.  Use inventories that have been tested and found to be accurate for all racial and ethnic groups.  This includes paying some attention to how the test changes over time.  Lastly, try to get more money for research focusing on people of different races and ethnicities.  Focus group interviews are good ways to gather data for conducting research.  Focus groups are made up of chosen people who are similar in many ways and meet to talk about a specific topic.  Coding is the process of figuring out what the data mean by describing in a few words what the data reflects.  While the data is being coded, impressions, insights, descriptions of what is seen in the data, connections between ideas, and follow-up questions are written down.  Grounded theory researchers write field notes, make memos, and draw diagrams to keep track of these.  Sheperis & Daniels (2010).  
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